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In terms of the themes and the approach to display, “Sideways Thought” visibly takes
into account the space in which it is mounted in a carefully calibrated way. By creating
echoes among the works, this show could be thought of as another piece in the oeuvre
of an artist who prefers to modulate his practice gradually, rather than rupture it. In
addition to the West Coast conceptualists, Thomson updates the themes of Pictures
Generation and appropriation art. Using techniques such as mounting, erasing, and
reframing, he successfully addresses issues such as the permanence of the image, its
value and status, and the emergence of aesthetic practices from the diffusion of
technological media. This exhibition is notable for addressing the issue of hyper-
documentation—of not only hallowed artifacts but also every individual, self-aware
gesture—in a manner that seems effortless.
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